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23 March 2007 (Holding reply issued 22 March 2007) 

Index Heading: Justice Department 

 Stewart Stevenson (Banff and Buchan) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive  

how many people were (a) arrested, (b) charged, (c) prosecuted, (d) found guilty and 
(e) given a custodial sentence in cases involving (i) domestic violence, (ii) rape, (iii) 
violence against the person and (iv) burglary in each year from 1997 to 2006, broken 
down by police force area. 

(S2W-32281) 

Cathy Jamieson: 

 
Data on numbers of arrests and charges are not held centrally. The recorded crime 
statistics held centrally do not contain information about the details of a crime, for 
instance the relationship between the victim and the accused for crimes of violence. 
Information requested about the number of instances of burglary recorded since 
1997 in each police force area was given in reply to S2W-29857 answered on  
18 December 2006. All answers to written PQs are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/webapp/wa.search.  
 
The available information on recorded crime and on prosecutions and convictions is 
given in the following tables. Information in relation to prosecutions arising from 
incidents of domestic violence is not separately identifiable in the available statistics. 
 
The statistics dealing with recorded crime and court proceedings are not directly 
comparable as a person may be proceeded against for more than one crime 
involving more than one victim and there is the possibility that the crime recorded by 
the police may be altered in the course of judicial proceedings. A crime may be 
recorded by the police in one year and court proceedings concluded in a subsequent 
year. Crimes committed by children aged under 16 are also generally dealt with 
through the children’s hearings system rather than the courts. 
 

Crimes of rape recorded by the police, 1997-98 to 2005-06   

Police force 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

Central 11 19 4 17 37 50 51 45 62 

Dumfries & Galloway 19 27 39 16 20 16 26 20 29 

Fife 31 30 43 46 52 73 78 83 88 

Grampian 68 68 86 55 52 74 82 70 109 

Lothian & Borders 165 146 91 130 138 173 181 240 220 

Northern 23 23 38 14 29 30 53 54 46 

Strathclyde 214 220 222 213 243 244 315 325 331 

Tayside 65 74 63 58 60 83 59 63 90 

Scotland 596 607 586 549 631 743 845 900 975 

          



 

 

Crimes of violence against the person
(1)
 recorded by the police, 1997-98 to 2005-06   

Police force 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

Central 530 591 517 602 809 810 837 828 778 

Dumfries & Galloway 375 284 240 241 262 283 323 271 279 

Fife 541 550 744 874 963 771 694 707 709 

Grampian 960 1,034 1,225 1,519 1,327 1,346 1,290 1,290 1,237 

Lothian & Borders 2,115 2,201 2,642 2,809 2,673 3,110 2,856 2,736 2,588 

Northern 437 516 545 660 665 654 655 730 771 

Strathclyde 8,793 10,412 11,183 10,933 12,475 13,137 12,966 13,165 12,667 

Tayside 1,290 1,208 1,042 963 829 693 688 814 778 

Scotland 15,041 16,796 18,138 18,601 20,003 20,804 20,309 20,541 19,807 

 
          

Persons proceeded against for rape
(2)
, 1997-98 to 2005-06      

Police Force 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

Central            

Proceeded against 3 3 10 3 1 4 1 8 9 

Charge proved  - 3 2 1 - 2 1 1 3 

Custodial sentence - 2 2 1 - 2 1 1 3 

Dumfries & Galloway           

Proceeded against 1 - 3 2 2 1 2 3 3 

Charge proved  1 - 1 2 1 1 - - 1 

Custodial sentence 1 - 1 2 1 1 - - 1 

Fife            

Proceeded against 6 16 5 2 8 7 3 11 12 

Charge proved  4 10 1 1 5 5 2 10 5 

Custodial sentence 3 9 1 1 5 4 1 10 4 

Grampian            

Proceeded against 3 9 6 2 4 4 5 6 3 

Charge proved  - 5 5 1 2 2 2 3 1 

Custodial sentence - 5 5 1 1 2 2 3 1 

Lothian & Borders            

Proceeded against 14 14 13 14 19 15 19 21 13 

Charge proved  9 5 7 9 12 8 9 11 3 

Custodial sentence 8 5 7 8 10 7 8 10 3 

Northern            

Proceeded against 3 1 3 - 3 5 3 8 6 

Charge proved  2 1 3 - 3 4 2 3 4 

Custodial sentence 2 1 3 - 3 4 2 3 4 

Strathclyde            

Proceeded against 26 18 13 24 24 19 34 30 34 

Charge proved  10 12 8 11 20 14 16 15 18 

Custodial sentence 10 11 7 9 18 14 15 15 17 

Tayside            

Proceeded against 5 5 2 5 7 4 12 7 8 

Charge proved  4 1 - 3 3 2 6 3 3 

Custodial sentence 4 1 - 2 3 2 6 3 3 

Scotland
(3)
           

Proceeded against 61 66 55 52 68 59 80 94 88 

Charge proved  30 37 27 28 46 38 38 46 38 

Custodial sentence 28 34 26 24 41 36 35 45 36 

          



 

 

Persons proceeded against for violence against the person
(1)(2)

, 1997-98 to 2005-06    

Police Force 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

Central            

Proceeded against 160 137 160 178 187 206 251 265 206 

Charge proved  124 112 122 130 134 169 189 212 153 

Custodial sentence 44 38 28 35 35 55 58 63 43 

Dumfries & Galloway          

Proceeded against 105 108 92 92 98 113 101 126 117 

Charge proved  84 76 69 75 77 91 73 97 87 

Custodial sentence 26 15 24 28 32 32 27 31 26 

Fife           

Proceeded against 169 135 149 149 219 195 164 153 208 

Charge proved  131 97 117 112 162 161 124 121 167 

Custodial sentence 48 34 33 39 49 43 38 42 59 

Grampian           

Proceeded against 230 275 232 196 240 239 307 330 373 

Charge proved  191 222 175 154 204 202 247 270 332 

Custodial sentence 38 37 46 37 58 38 60 61 87 

Lothian & Borders           

Proceeded against 597 531 464 560 587 759 750 714 694 

Charge proved  488 453 368 465 475 606 612 575 563 

Custodial sentence 159 158 127 188 140 206 213 200 171 

Northern           

Proceeded against 134 111 114 115 116 135 161 159 154 

Charge proved  101 83 92 104 100 109 129 133 127 

Custodial sentence 31 26 35 40 31 28 48 45 46 

Strathclyde           

Proceeded against 2,982 2,793 3,090 3,372 3,585 3,133 3,626 4,105 3,842 

Charge proved  2,166 2,081 2,290 2,401 2,674 2,822 3,141 3,552 3,247 

Custodial sentence 735 699 813 862 916 1,035 1,008 1,099 1,080 

Tayside           

Proceeded against 395 401 354 400 403 413 365 411 455 

Charge proved  264 258 230 272 270 309 260 294 350 

Custodial sentence 74 90 71 67 85 110 72 85 133 

Scotland
(3)
          

Proceeded against 4,772 4,491 4,655 5,063 5,435 5,193 5,726 6,264 6,050 

Charge proved  3,549 3,382 3,463 3,714 4,096 4,469 4,776 5,254 5,027 

Custodial sentence 1,155 1,097 1,177 1,297 1,346 1,547 1,525 1,626 1,645 

          

Persons proceeded against for housebreaking
(2)
, 1997-98 to 2005-06     

Police Force 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

Central            

Proceeded against 193 152 152 141 183 193 168 191 94 

Charge proved  148 115 121 126 157 167 140 151 77 

Custodial sentence 61 58 47 57 72 87 73 54 29 

Dumfries & Galloway          

Proceeded against 133 137 103 137 118 108 106 80 79 

Charge proved  110 123 85 118 103 92 89 75 71 

Custodial sentence 45 71 41 60 67 52 38 44 49 

Fife           

Proceeded against 372 358 347 334 348 314 275 278 220 

Charge proved  331 324 311 301 312 281 250 252 204 



 

 

Custodial sentence 172 151 156 121 113 89 115 116 75 

Grampian           

Proceeded against 553 571 485 459 470 369 387 340 277 

Charge proved  494 503 420 414 406 333 358 312 256 

Custodial sentence 239 195 172 209 179 145 155 141 99 

Lothian & Borders           

Proceeded against 499 404 402 404 400 486 412 376 363 

Charge proved  450 361 354 357 352 425 359 334 324 

Custodial sentence 179 144 158 175 193 206 176 157 136 

Northern           

Proceeded against 138 125 111 92 96 98 115 88 94 

Charge proved  115 112 93 84 90 86 105 76 81 

Custodial sentence 31 32 29 29 39 20 37 27 28 

Strathclyde           

Proceeded against 1,647 1,705 1,628 1,396 1,391 1,218 1,164 1,149 876 

Charge proved  1,249 1,333 1,286 1,084 1,079 1,114 1,017 982 767 

Custodial sentence 622 723 767 659 627 607 541 484 364 

Tayside           

Proceeded against 396 288 273 242 238 299 256 231 254 

Charge proved  277 200 190 192 173 254 190 191 208 

Custodial sentence 110 72 99 95 84 130 78 94 104 

Scotland
(3)
          

Proceeded against 3,931 3,740 3,501 3,205 3,244 3,085 2,883 2,733 2,258 

Charge proved  3,174 3,071 2,860 2,676 2,672 2,752 2,508 2,373 1,989 

Custodial sentence 1,459 1,446 1,469 1,405 1,374 1,336 1,213 1,117 884 

1. For the purposes of this analysis, violence against the person has been defined to include the crime categories of non-sexual 

crimes of violence (excluding robbery), endangering rail passengers, reckless driving at common law, supply of glue sniffing kits 

and offensive weapons 

2. Where main offence. The figures for persons proceeded against may exclude some acquittals due to recording delays. 

3. Totals may include some cases where police force is unknown.  
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